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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To automatically apply a parental lock to a program by recognizing a 
user watching the program and discriminating whether or not the user is allowed to watch the 
program obtained from a program list. 

SOLUTION: The television receiver discriminates whether or not watching a particular program 
by a user is limited by collating the data of a user recognition means 1 with the data of a user 
information storage means 8, and then discriminates whether or not a program selected by a 
user program selection means is allowed for the user on the basis of program data obtained by a 
program data entry means 3. When the user is allowed to view the program, a channel control 
means 5 displays the program on an image display means 6 and when the user is not allowed, the 
channel control means 5 inhibits the display of the program on the image display means 6. 
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Japanese Unexamined Patent Publication 
No. 175117/2000 {Tokutcai 2000-175117) 



A. Relevance of the Above-identified Document 

The following is a partial English translation of 
exemplary portions of non-English language information 
that may be relevant to the issue of patentability of the 
claims of the present application. 

B. Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 

See also the attached English Abstract. 

[MEANS TO SOLVE THE PROBLEMS] 
[0004] 

In order to solve the above problems, an object of 
the present invention is to provide a television receiver 
which determinates, by causing user recognition means to 
automatically discriminate a user who has made a 
reservation to view a program or is viewing a program, 
whether or not the user selected by the user recognition 
means and the user program selection means is allowed to 
view the program. If the user is allowed to view the 
program selected by the user program selection means, 
channel control means displays the program on image 
display means. On the other hand, if the user is not 
allowed to view the program, the channel control means 
does not display the program on the image display means. 
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[EMBODIMENT 1] 
[0011] 

User recognition means 1 for recognizing a viewer of 
a television receiver is used to identify the viewer by 
identifying the user's face with a camera, or by means of 
fingerprint recognition, voice recognition or the like ... 
With the foregoing structure, user registration such as 
entering a password is not required every time the user 
views a program. Even when plural users are viewing a 
program, the parental lock can be applied according to the 
age of the youngest user because all the users are 
recognized. Further, when there is a change among the 
viewers during the program, an adjustment can be actively 
made. 
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